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Ref: Caregiver Task Force 

Lisa Pugh, Executive Director 
The Arc Wisconsin  
P.O. Box 201; Stoughton, WI 53589 
 

Beth Swedeen, Executive Director 

The Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities (BPDD) 

101 E. Wilson St., Rm. 219 

Madison, WI 53703 

 

Dear Ms. Pugh and Ms. Swedeen: 

                                                                                         

The Wisconsin Board of the American Association on Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities (AAIDD-WI) is writing to offer support for your work on 

Governor Evers’ Task Force on Caregiving. 

As the oldest AAIDD State Chapter in the nation, the Wisconsin Chapter is 

comprised of a cross-section of residential providers, direct care and direct 

services professionals, licensed professionals, and academic faculty.  Last month 

we were instrumental in guiding AAIDD-National to award People First- WI a grant 

during the AAIDD National convention in Minneapolis.  

We are pleased that you will be participating in the Governor’s Task Force and 

anticipate that you will strongly advocate for people with IDD and their families.  

Issues related to caregiving in Wisconsin are important and all too often troubling.  

A focus like this is long overdue.   



 Governor Evers is taking a good but insufficient first step and we hope the results 

of the Task Force become a catalyst for action.   

The individual caregiver who is dedicated and skilled is to be commended.  

Nothing says otherwise.   Still, dedicated, reliable, accountable and competent 

caregivers are not available in sufficient numbers.    

Sadly, many of the overarching caregiver issues are already well understood 

because the problem has gone unresolved and worsened for so long that anyone 

who is a caregiver or who has engaged a caregiver is likely to have examples of 

unsatisfactory experiences and no easily accessible way to timely resolve such 

issues.   The problems are systemic and the lapses in care are distressing and 

often worse when the consumer is fragile and vulnerable.      

Going forward, we are all looking for solutions to reverse this troubling decline.  

Our Board is fully supportive of this work and is offering to lend their support to 

make the help make the results of this task force meaningful.  

In addition to our direct care and direct service experiences, several board 

members are academic partners via the Waisman Center affiliated with the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison.   Some board members also have affiliations 

with authors of the University of Minnesota’s 2018 Family and Individual Needs 

report and the 2017 Minnesota Report on Community Living.  Another reference 

our Board is familiar with, in addition to those already cited in the Governor’s 

Task Force Announcement, is from the University of Illinois-Chicago Institute on 

Disabilities Studies:  http://ahs.uic.edu/edu/disability-human-

development/insititute-on-disability-and-human-development/. Likewise we have 

professional connections with authors and researchers involved in the 2017 

Braddock Report published by the University of Colorado.   

Further, our volunteer Board includes people who have conducted advanced 

studies on the complex work of direct support professionals and one who 

provides consultative clinical and therapeutic services to paid and unpaid 

caregivers in children and adult long term care systems. Multiple board members 

have extensive experience training care givers and providing education to direct 

support professionals. 

http://ahs.uic.edu/edu/disability-human-development/insititute-on-disability-and-human-development/
http://ahs.uic.edu/edu/disability-human-development/insititute-on-disability-and-human-development/


The purpose of the Task Force is so important, and so long overdue, that the 

AAIDD-WI Board is offering to be available as a resource and supporter of the 

work, purpose, and goals of the Governor’s Task Force on Caregiving at any time 

during the life of the Task Force and beyond. 

We realize that participation in this Task Force represents a substantial 

commitment of time, extensive sharing of knowledge, advocacy, and 

determination to take on such a formidable endeavor.  For all such commitments 

we wish to express our appreciation to both of you and to everyone who is 

participating in the Task Force. 

 

With Best Regards,  

 

Kristin Gremban, M.S., AAIDD-WI President            

Kristin.gremban@gmail.com          

 

Ted Bunck, Ph.D., AAIDD-WI Legislative and Advocacy Chair 

Ted.bunck@gmail.com  

 

CC: 

Todd Costello, Task Force Chair - Executive Director, Community Living Alliance 

Helen Marks Dicks - Associate Director for Advocacy/AARP-WI 

WI Survival Coalition 

Autism Society of Greater WI 

Epilepsy Foundation of WI 

UCP of Greater Dane County 

ARC of Dane County 

Dane County AAA Board 
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