
Speaker Biographies 

TIM GROVE, MSW 
Trauma Informed Care: A Role for All Disciplines  
 

Tim Grove is the Chief Clinical Officer at SaintA and serves as the senior leader responsible for the trauma informed care  
initiatives across all agency programs. Mr. Grove received his bachelor’s degree in Social Work from Wartburg College and 
his Master’s degree in Social Work from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.   
 
Mr. Grove has more than 20 years of professional experience in a variety of direct care and administrative positions  
including, in-home services, foster care, treatment foster care, residential treatment, child welfare, community based  
services, quality improvement and staff development.  He was responsible for the implementation of SaintA’s trauma  
informed care philosophy and practices, including spearheading the implementation of Dr. Bruce Perry’s Neurosequential 
Model of Therapeutics (NMT) across all agency programs and creating the trauma informed care trainingcurriculum which 
centers around the “Seven Essential Ingredients (7ei)” definition of how best to understand and implement trauma  
informed care.   
 
Mr. Grove is a Mentor with the Child Trauma Academy, a Master Trainer in ACE Interface, and a former CPI and Mandt  
instructor. He has trained more than 20,000 people in trauma informed practices across the country. These groups  
include child welfare staff, foster parents, judges and other legal system attorneys, boys and girls clubs, churches, business 
leaders, doctors and nurses and many other groups.  

 

VALERIE BRADLEY, MS 
Celebrating Our Victories. . . And Looking to the Future & An Overview of the IDD System in Wisconsin:  What Does National 
Core Indicator Data Tell Us?  
  

As HSRI’s founder and President Emerita, Valerie Bradley provides essential guidance to HSRI clients with policies and  
infrastructure to support inclusive and supportive communities. She frequently authors and co-authors journal articles and 
books on service approaches and practices that help facilitate full inclusion of people with disabilities, speaks at numerous 
conferences, and continues to lead projects around the country. 
  
With more than 40 years of experience, Ms. Bradley is a nationally recognized expert in the intellectual and developmental 
disabilities field. She has devoted her career to working with public agencies and other researchers to strengthen services, 
improve programs, and inform policy—all as an early and staunch advocate for the direct participation of people with  
disabilities in these efforts. Ms. Bradley is particularly passionate about helping organizations measure and improve the 
quality of community-based services and supports. Having helped found the National Core Indicators, she’s relied on  
nationwide as an expert in best practices in performance measurement and quality improvement. She also helped to  
design skills standards for direct support professionals, was chair of the President’s Committee on Persons with Intellectual 
Disabilities under the Clinton administration, and is a past president of the American Association on Intellectual and  
Developmental Disabilities. 
  
When Ms. Bradley founded HSRI in 1976, her vision was to combine a rigorous approach to research with the necessary 
technical assistance and advocacy to support valued lives in the community for all, with a focus on real choice and control 
for all people. Ms. Bradley’s original vision continues to guide the advancement of HSRI and its clients. Ms. Bradley and her 
husband, Lew, are 35-year residents of Cambridge, passionate supporters of the Red Sox, and avid mystery readers.  
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BRENDA BAUER, MBA 
Co-Presenter on Mind and Memory Matters: Early Detection & Diagnosis of Dementia for Persons  
with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities   
 
Brenda Bauer is the Dementia Awareness Outreach Specialist for the Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental  
Disabilities (BPDD). She has over 15 years of combined experience in elder care, adults with disabilities, and long-term care  
programs. At BPDD, Ms. Bauer is providing education, outreach, and training on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (IDD) 
and Dementia for families, caregivers, professionals and people with IDD.  

 

BRIAN CHICOINE, M.D. 
Use of Videos to Improve Health Self-Promotion and Participation in Health Lifestyles for Adolescents and Adults with Down 
Syndrome  
 
Brian Chicoine is the co-founder and Medical Director of the Advocate Medical Group Adult Down Syndrome Center in Park 
Ridge, Illinois. The Center has served over 6000 adolescents and adults with Down syndrome since its inception in 1992.  Dr.  
Chicoine graduated from Loyola University of Chicago Stritch School of Medicine.  He completed his Family Medicine residency 
at Lutheran General Hospital where he is now a faculty member. He presents regularly at national and regional conferences, 
published several articles and co-authored two books “Mental Wellness of Adults with Down Syndrome,” and “The Guide to 
Good Health for Teens and Adults with Down Syndrome” published by Woodbine House Publishing  The Center is presently  
expanding its research and education programs with a focus on studying ways to encourage participation of people with Down 
syndrome in their own health promotion, developing and studying programs to improve social skills, and improving the  
understanding of healthy aging. 

 

LEA DENNY, MS-CMHC, LPC-IT, NCC 
Caregiver Capacity  
 
Lea S. Denny received her Bachelor of Science degree in psychology from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She was 
awarded a graduate degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling from Mount Mary University (a CACREP accredited program) 
with an emphasis in trauma and addiction counseling. Ms. Denny has worked over 15 years in various mental health, school, and 
home settings with children, youth, and their families who presented with behavioral, emotional, and other mental health  
concerns. She was the inaugural recipient of the Child Trauma Academy’s, International Ana Grace Scholarship in 2016, to be 
trained as a provider and instructor of the Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics (NMT) and is also a Mental Health First Aid 
(MHFA) instructor. She has taught at Mount Mary University as an adjunct instructor and regularly is invited as a guest lecturer 
at local Universities. As a researcher, she has presented her work on Historical Trauma as Intergenerational trauma and 
Posttraumatic Growth at the “2nd International Neurosequential Symposium” in Banff, Canada in 2016, and this past June,  
presented with faculty from Mount Mary University at the “Pathways to Resilience IV” conference in Cape Town, South Africa. 
As of November (2017) she launched her second research project in collaboration with Mount Mary University and  
Southeastern Oneida Tribal Services, an epidemiological study on the impact of transgenerational trauma among American  
Indian/First Nations people. Furthermore, aside from her growing family, her true labor of love is through her work as a clinical 
psychotherapist, Founder and Executive Director of HIR Wellness Center, a new 501 (c) 3 nonprofit mental health counseling 
and wellness organization for Indigenous and disenfranchised people. “HIR” pronounced “Her”, stands for Healing  
Intergenerational Roots.  
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LINDA DRAAYERS, FAAIDD 
Brain Injury: Through the Looking Glass  
 
Linda Draayers has over 25 years of hands-on experience in the field of IDD serving in positions of direct care, supervision,  
administration and as a professional trainer.  She is currently a Brain Injury Program Manager of the Neuropathways Center for 
Rocky Mountain Health Care Services in Colorado Springs, CO.  Ms. Draayers has served on several committees / boards 
throughout her years in the field.  She has been an active member of AAIDD for over 15 years and helped author the national 
leadership manual.  She also received an Executive Board Award of Excellence for her contributions to the field from the AAIDD-
WI Board in May of 2017.   
 

GARY ECKSTEIN , MA 
Intellectual Disabilities and the Criminal Justice System  
 
Gary Eckstein holds a B.A. and M.A. in Sociology with an emphasis in Corrections/ Criminology from Marquette University. Mr. 
Eckstein is an associate lecturer with Marquette University and the University of Wisconsin Park side. Mr. Eckstein is a former US 
Army Guard medical services officer.  Mr. Eckstein is currently the Vocational Outreach Director for the Kenosha Achievement 
Center. He has worked as a Counselor/Clinical Specialist with the Sojourner Truth House, Taylor Children's Home, Community 
Care Resources and the Professional Services Group. 
 

JEREMY GUNDLACH 
Co-Presenter on Mind and Memory Matters: Early Detection & Diagnosis of Dementia for Persons with Intellectual and  
Developmental Disabilities   
 
Jeremy Gundlach is a Communications Specialist at the Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities (BPDD) 
working on the Alzheimer’s Disease Initiative Grant. He also works in the office as an Operations Program Associate.  He  
currently is a Youth Facilitator for the Youth in Partnership with Parents for Empowerment (YiPPE) program and is a trained  
Sibshop Facilitator. In the past, Mr. Gundlach was employed at Cesa 6 working with high school students going through  
Transition as a Youth Outreach Specialist. 

 

JENNIFER PAPE, PATH Intl., CTRL 
Horse Power!  The Human-Equine Connection and Special Needs   
 
Jennifer Pape is the founder and executive director of Willow Creek Ranch, an equine facility offering programming in  
equine-assisted activities and therapies to those with special needs and/or mental health concerns.  With over 25 years of  
equine experience, Ms. Pape is certified as both a Therapeutic Riding Instructor through the Professional Association of  
Therapeutic Horsemanship, International (PATH Intl.) and as an Equine Specialist through the Equine-Assisted Growth and 
Learning Association (EAGALA).   
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BRIDGET SABESAN, RN 
Physiological Health Considerations Behavior Support Planning  
 
Bridget Sabesan is My Choice Family Care’s Best Practice Team Behavioral Health Specialist. Ms. Sabesan has her degree in  
nursing, and undergraduate degrees in Psychology and Journalism/ Communication. Bridget has over 13 years of Family Care 
experience in the roles of Care Manager, Lead Supervisor, Registered Nurse, and as a member of the Best Practice Team. Ms. 
Sabesan enjoys applying her rich experiences of working with individuals in the field through consultation with My Choice Family 
Care Nurses and Care Managers, establishing organizational best practices in behavior support planning, and participating in 
statewide efforts to improve collaboration across the various systems that work with individuals with complex behaviors.  
She takes a holistic nursing approach to health and wellness, and his interests in Endocrine Disorders, stress reduction, food as 
medicine, and exploring the brain and body relationship with regards to human behavior.   
 

MARCIA STICKEL, BSN, RN 
Is It Pain?   
 
Marcia Stickel is a Clinical Nurse Specialist and the Waisman Wellness Inclusion Nursing Program Director. Her education  
includes a BA in Psychology as well as a BSN in Nursing.  She has enjoyed using both degrees in many of her nursing experiences. 
She has worked as a home health nurse and as a hospital nurse on a rehab unit, working with those who had traumatic brain 
injuries. Since 2003, she has worked in community nursing in Dane County, first as a nurse care manager for individuals with 
both physical and severe mental health disabilities at CLA and Care Wisconsin. Since 2009 she has worked in the Wellness  
Inclusion Nursing (WIN) program, an outreach program from the UW Waisman Center.  Currently, she is the director of the  
program. The WIN program works with individuals who have developmental disabilities or traumatic brain injuries and who live 
in the community.  The primary deliverable is serving as advocates, consultants and educators. 
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